Topic 9. Examine article functions.

The article appears more frequently than any other type of part of speech.
Articles compose about fifteen percent of all words.

Because the article appears so simple, ubiquitous, and regular, many gram-
matical treatments give short attention to it. The article is not a sexy word.

However, on further inspection, the function of the article is more nuanced.
The article is critical to meaning, despite its apparent simplicity.

The article has numerous functions. The article may itself convey meaning
as a word. At other times, the article indicates the grammatical relationship
between other words, and conveys little meaning as a word itself.

The article may fulfill multiple grammatical functions simultaneously.

The article may convey meaning itself.

The specific article indicates that an object or quality is a particular case, for
example, 6 TpecBiTepog Exhexti xupia xal Toic Téxvoig ‘from the elder, to the spe-
cial lady and the children’ 2 John 1:1, xat % xowwvia 0¢ 9 Huetépa pneta Tol TaTPOS
‘we have fellowship with the father’ 1 John 1:3. To0 &p&acfar 0 xpipa dmd Tol
oixou Tol Beol ‘the judgment begins with the house of God’ 1 Peter 4:17.

The generic article indicates that a thing or concept represents a class of
things, for example, BovAopar mpogelyeahar Tolg dvopag év mavti Tomw ‘I want
men to pray everywhere’ 1 Timothy 2:8, éav 0t év 7 dwTl mepimatéuey ‘however,
if we live in the light’ 1 John 1:7. é§npdvfy 6 xdptos ‘the grass withers’ 1 Peter
1:24.

The substitute article takes the place of a substantive, functioning like a sub-
stitute word, for example, ¢ 3¢ eimev adtols ‘but he spoke to them’ John 4:32, 1t
gyvexate TOV am’ apy’s ‘you have known the one who exists from the beginning’
1 John 2:14, of uy) 6poroyotvres inaoliv xpiaTov épyouevov év aapxi ‘they deny that
Jesus the messiah physically lives’ 2 John 1:7, dmeotpddyoay pe mavtes ol €v Tjj
doia ‘everyone in Asia abandoned me’ 2 Timothy 1:15. This is often the case
with articles associated with participles.
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Examine article functions.

The possessive article denotes ownership, for example, Tol viod Tol matpog ‘the
father’s son’ 2 John 1:3, ¢modtddval Tois mpoydvois ‘they must repay their parents’
1 Timothy 5:4.

The article may function as a grammatical marker.

The hing-maker turns a participle into a thing, for example, mtig ¢ mpoaywy
‘some of them have gone too far’ 2 John 1:9, 6 dolUg éautdv dvtidutpov ‘he gave
himself as a ransom’ 1 Timothy 2:6. 0% wévov 7ois dyafois ‘not only to those who
are good’ 1 Peter 2:18.

The impersonal article identifies the grammatical role, gender, and number
of an impersonal action, for example, undevi unoev ddeilete el un 6 AANAoUS
gyamdv ‘owe nothing to anyone, except to love each other’ Romans 13:8. toliTo ¢
goTw 7O piina 6 edayyeoBiy eig buds ‘this is the word which has been preached
to you’ 1 Peter 1:25.

The indeclinable article specifies the role of an indeclinable thing, for exam-
ple, paptupiav xadyv éxew amd tév é5wbey ‘have a good reputation with outsid-
ers’ 1 Timothy 3:7.

The s/ave-marker connects a slave to its master, for example, xowwvel Tois
gpyois adtol Toic movypois ‘he joins his evil conduct’ 2 John 1:11, ta pya T xala
mpéonAa ‘good deeds are obvious’ 1 Timothy 5:25.

The master-marker connects a master to its slave, for example, o THv ¢A%fetav
TV pévouaay €v Nuiv ‘this is because we stick to the truth’ 2 John 1:2, ta €pya Ta
xala TpédnAa ‘good deeds are obvious’ 1 Timothy 5:25.

The demonstrative article identifies clauses that are dependent and attribu-
tive to a demonstrative substitute, for example, dixaiwBévtes T7j exeivov xdpitt ‘he
makes us righteous by that mercy’ Titus 2:7.

The predicare article distinguishes the predicate from the subject or a com-
plement from an object, for example, alty 7 évtoly éoTw ‘this is the command’
2 John 1:6, moTog 6 Adyos ‘the matter is faithful’ 1 Timothy 3:1. 7i 70 Té)log ‘what
will be the end?’ 1 Peter 4:17.
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