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Worksheet 2. Pronounce the alphabet.

Red characters are not shaped like their English equivalent. Vowels have blue backgrounds. Con-
sonants have white backgrounds. Grey rows represent old, obsolete alphabet characters—they only 
appear as numerals by the first century.

Lower case. Upper case. Other forms. Numeral. English. Name. Pronunciation. Example.

1. α Α a α 1 a alpha ‘ah’ like arch ἀρχή

2. β Β b β 2 b beta ‘b’ like biology βίος

3. γ Γ g γ 3 g gamma ‘gʼ like graphic γραφή

4. δ Δ d δ 4 d delta ‘d’ like diagram διά 

5. ε Ε e� ε 5 e epsilon ‘eh’ like exit ἐκ

 ϝ ϛ Ϝ Ϛ 6 w digamma ‘v’ like villa

6. ζ Ζ z ζ 7 z zeta ‘dzʼ like zone ζώνη

7. η Η h η 8 e eta ‘ayʼ like air ἀ ή ρ

8. θ Θ q θ 
 9 th theta ‘thʼ like theater θέατρον

9. ι or ͅ Ι i ι 10 i iota ‘i’ like isthmus ἰσθμός

10. κ Κ k κ 20 k kappa ‘k’ like cosmic κόσμος

11. λ Λ l λ 30 l lambda ‘lʼ like logic λόγος

12. μ Μ m μ 40 m mu ‘m’ like martyr μάρτυς

13. ν Ν n ν 50 n nu ‘nʼ like new νέος

14. ξ Ξ x ξ 60 x xi ‘xʼ like axiom ἀ ξί ωμα

15. ο Ο o ο 70 o omicron ‘o’ like optic ὀπτός

16. π Π p π 80 p pi ‘pʼ like patriot πατήρ

 ϙ ϟ Ϙ Ϟ � 90 q koppa ‘c’ like Corinth

17. ρ Ρ r ρ 100 r rho ‘rʼ like radius ῥάδις

18. σ or ς Σ s ς 200 s sigma ‘sʼ like stomach στόμα

19. τ Τ t τ 300 t tau ‘t’ like type τύπος

20. υ Υ u υ 400 u upsilon ‘oo’ like oops ὕ  ψι

21. φ Φ f φ 500 ph phi ‘fʼ like photon φῶς

22. χ Χ c χ 600 kh chi ‘khʼ like character χαρακτή ρ

23. ψ Ψ y ψ 700 ps psi ‘psʼ, like whoopsy ὕ  ψι

24. ω Ω w ω 800 o omega ‘ohʼ like oh ὦ

 ϡ Ϡ 900 ts sampi ‘ts’ like itsy


