Topic 15. Grammatical tense does express time.

Examine the relationship between grammatical tense, relative time, and
verbal aspect in ancient Greek. Time sequences events. Tense inflects char-
acteristics of action words. Verbal aspect expresses an author’s perspective
about an action. Relative time is one of numerous kinds of verbal aspect.
Ancient grammarians agree—relative time is the primary function of tense.
Some claim that certain types of verbal aspect are more dominant than rela-
tive time. This contradicts both the claims of ancient grammarians and also
modern linguists. Relative time is the first and most important implication
of grammatical tense. However, verbal aspect is useful to illuminate nuances
of grammatical tense.

Consider a current debate about the relationship between grammatical tense
and verbal aspect. In particular, examine the relationship between grammatical
tense and time.

Examine time.
Tense and time are distinct properties. Use the two terms in completely dif-
ferent ways.
Tense assigns an action to one of seven categories. These categories express
a perspective of the author about when an action' occurs. Tense is a grammati-
cal property of action words. Identify the tense of an action by its morphology.
Tense is related to time, but it does not equal time.

Define time.

Time is the relative measurement of the order of events. Time is a property
assigned to the events themselves—it is not a property of language. The analy-
sis of time belongs to the fields of physics, history, philosophy, and psychology.

Time is an abstract notion, built on esoteric philosophical ideas. Since the
function of tense depends on time, grammatical tense has an esoteric nature.

1. Anaction, or verd, is a word that identifies the behavior in a sentence.
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The time of every event is relative to some other event—an event is either
before, during, or after another event in time. Time establishes the order of a
set of events—this event occurred first, then another, and so on. Events may
share the same order in time.

So, the definition of time is necessarily circular. Time orders events, but
positioning an event in time is always relative to some other event.

Examine the elements of relative time.

Every event must have order relative to some standardized /xed event. For
example, the hours of a day are relative to the center event of the night, namely,
12:00 am. The year of an era can be relative to the purported birth of Jesus, that
is, AD 0 which equals 0 BC. The rotation of a Ferris wheel is relative to an event
when the purple car was located at the ground level.

There must be a standardized time i7crement. The location of an event is the
number of increments between the event and another fixed event, for example,
some event occurs at a number of increments after the fixed event. A year is the
period for the earth to revolve around the sun. A month is the period for the
moon to revolve about the earth. A day is the period for the earth to rotate on
its axis. A second is one sixtieth portion of one sixtieth of one twenty-fourth of
a day. The frequency length of an atomic transition is one period. One revolu-
tion of a Ferris wheel is the period for the purple car to return to the ground
level.

Even these standards are esoteric. The actual date of the birth of Jesus is
unknown.? The calendar has undergone many adjustments to accommodate er-
ror and variation.® The length of a year, month, day, and second are not fixed
because the rotation of heavenly bodies varies.* The Ferris wheel does not al-
ways revolve at the same rate.

Without both an arbitrary relative fixed event and an increment, it is impos-
sible to discuss time. The definition of time references other undefined things.
Therefore, the composition of time is necessarily transcendental.

2. Dionysius Exiguus, a sixth century monk, developed the method of numbering years from the birth of Jesus. The exact year of the
birth of Jesus is uncertain, but it is likely not the year Dionysius calculated.

3. The Roman calendar was imprecise. This caused significant drift between the calendar date and the seasons. In 46 BC, Julius
Caesar revised the calendar. This calendar inserts a leap day every four years. Calendar drift still occurred due to imprecision.
So, in 1582, during the papacy of Gregory XIII, some European states adopted a calendar revision. The current calendar uses a
modified system for leap days. Even the existing system produces an error of one day before 5000 AD.

4. The International Earth Rotation and Reference Systems Service (IERS) determines when to insert ‘leap seconds’ into the
calendar. These leap seconds recalibrate the calendar with actual variations in the rotation of the earth. Alerts regarding changes
in the position of the earth are published through bulletins, at http:/www.iers.org/IERS/EN/Publications/Bulletins/bulletins.html.
Even the definition of a second varies: 9,192,631,770 periods of the cesium 133 atom is not actually a fixed interval.
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The concept of time is independent of the fields of linguistics and grammar.
However, language makes heavy use of time.

Examine tense.
Grammatical tense indicates characteristics of action words from the per-
spective of an author. This is a grammatical property of language, not a prop-
erty of time. However, it depends on the concept of time.

Tense is an objective property.

Aspect is an author’s depiction of actions. Greek lacks formal structures
that definitively identify aspect. Aspect exists only by conforming to some pro-
posed system of meaning.

Aspect is not an inflection of action words. Grammatical tense is inflect-
ed—aspect is the meaning assigned to that tense. Someone must examine clues
in a statement to determine its aspect.

So, aspect is a subjective property.

Unlike aspect, action words inflect a definitive tense. The tense of an action
is objectively determined by its inflection. Tense is independent of the other
properties of action words, that is, personhood, mood, agency, number, and
person.

There are no actions without a grammatical tense. Every action inflects
either in the present, imperfect, aorist, future, perfect, pluperfect, or future
perfect tense. An action must have one tense and only one tense. Unlike most
rules of language, grammar, and syntax, these rules are without exception.

So, grammatical tense is an objective property of action words.

Tense depicts relative time.

Tense primarily depicts the relative time of the action. The author uses an
explicit or implied fixed event time as the orienzation time for all other event
times. The orientation time is often the moment of production of the composi-
tion. Tense expresses the event time re/aive to this orientation time.®

Present tense represents a relative time simultaneous to the orientation time,
for example, xat viv épwtéd ce (so, right now, while I am writing this letter) I
urge you’ 2 John 1:5, or domdletal oe T& Téxva ‘your children greet you (while I
write the final salutations of this letter)’ 2 John 1:13. By the time the recipients

5. Compare with Halliday, Halliday's Introduction to Functional Grammar, p. 144, Comrie, Tense, pp. 9-13, and Declerk, The Grammar
of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 22, 95, 97-98, 110-113.
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read the letter, the urging and the greeting are in the past, not the present. The
present tense expresses the event times relative to the moment of production.

Pust tenses represent a relative time prior to the orientation time, for ex-
ample, ¢£5iA0ov elg oV xdopov ‘they withdrew (at a prior time before I wrote this
letter) into the world’ 2 John 1:7. The withdrawal is complete before the letter
production begins.

Future tense represents a relative time affer the orientation time, for ex-
ample, ped’ Yudv éotar ‘it will be (from now on into the distant future) with
us’ 2 John 1:2. This statement promises what will happen following the time of
production.

Figure 111. Examine relative time.

Past. Present. Future.
orientation orientation orientation
time time time
O O O
o o oO—>
g&5iMbov ¢pwTd goTat
‘withdrew’ ‘urge’ ‘will be’

Greek has multiple past tenses: aorist and imperfect, but also perfect, plu-
perfect, and future perfect. However, if tense on/y expresses relative time, then
Greek does not distinguish these multiple past tenses.

Admittedly, grammatical tense is far more complex than simply expressing
relative time alone. But, that is still what grammatical tense indicates first and
most.

Examine continuity.
There is a subtle difference between the continuity of some grammatical
tenses. Continuity, also called akzionsars,® describes how an event progresses.’
Discrete, also called puncrual, progress depicts the action as if it occurs at one
instant, for example, moMol mAdvot é£7jABov ‘many deceivers withdrew (at some

6. It is inexplicable how an obscure German phrase better explains a grammatical concept to English readers. Dealing with the
vocabulary of linguists is sometimes exasperating. Aktionsart means continuity.

7. Compare with Comrie, Aspect, pp. 41-44, Declerck, Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 49-50.
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particular point in the past)’ 2 John 1:7. The elder depicts the withdrawal as a
sudden instant.

Continuous, also called durative, progress portrays the action as if it occurs
uninterrupted over a duration of time, for example, o0y g évToANy xatvny ypadwy
got* aM\’ Wy elyopey am’ apyxijs ‘I am not writing to you about a new command—it
is the one we were having (on an ongoing basis) from the beginning’ 2 John 1:5.
The elder depicts the possession of the command over an entire period of time.
Alternatively, the author may depict an action iterating multiple times over a
period, for example, éxouvaing yap apaptavévtwy nuiv ‘we deliberately keep on
sinning (over and over)’ Hebrews 10:26.8

Figure 112. Examine continuity.

Discrete. Continuous.
O <>
g&fiMbov elyopev
‘withdrew’ ‘having’

Past time has a tense with discrete continuity, the aorist tense, and a tense
with continuous continuity, the imperfect tense.

This still leaves some unresolved problems. Some tenses do not have sepa-
rate grammatical forms to distinguish discrete and continuous actions.

There is only one inflection of present time, that is, the present tense. Pres-
ent tense can depict a discrete event, for example, 6 movnpos oby amTeTal adTo
‘the evil one cannot touch him (at one moment)’ 1 John 5:18. Present tense can
depict a continuous event, for example, Tpéyet 0Ov xal Epyetar mpds oluwve méTpov
‘she was (in the process of) running and met Simon Peter’ John 20:2.

There is only one inflection of future time, that is, the future tense. Fu-
ture tense can depict a discrete event, for example, moMot yap éredgovtarl Emi TG
dvopati pov Aéyovtes yw el 6 xptoTos ‘many will arrive (at some moment) in

8. Strictly speaking, this definition turns the mathematical concept of continuity on its head by conflating continuity with repetition.
However, this sense of continuity is a characteristic of linguistics, not mathematics. The linguistic definition is more flexible and less
precise.
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my name and say, I am the messiah’ Matthew 24:5. Future tense can express
a continuous event, xal £o0ecdé pov paptupes ‘you will become (from now on) my
witnesses’ Acts 1:8.

So, some past tenses can depict discrete continuity, and some can express
continuous continuity. The continuity of present and future tenses must be de-
termined from context, not grammar. The development of inflected continuity
did not evolve similarly among the different tenses.®

Examine relevance.

By itself, simple relative time does not explain the function of the perfect
family of tenses, that is, the perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect tenses. These
tenses are associated with prior action. However, they are different from the
other past tenses. They are different from each other.

The perfect family express the 7e/cvance of a prior action. The action is im-
portant at some relevant time, whether in the past, present, or future.

The perfect tense focuses attention on the current relevance of a prior action,
for example, eUpnxa éx TGV Téxvwy gov mepimatolvtag év aAnleia ‘I have discov-
ered (which occurred in the past, but is under consideration right now) some of
your children walking in the truth’ 2 John 1:4.

The pluperfect tense focuses attention on a prior relevance of an even more
prior action, for example, oxotia #0n éyeyover ‘it had become (which occurred
in the distant past, but is also under consideration in the less distant past) dark
already’ John 6:17.

Although not found in the Christian Bible, the fu/ure perfecs tense focuses
attention on the /azer relevance of a prior action, for example, éotéw map’ adToV
‘T will have stood (which will occur later on in the future, but will be under
consideration even later) beside him’ Aristophanes, Lysistrata, 634."

9. While grammar can describe a language as a system, language often has characteristics that do not neatly fit a system. The
development of a language is usually accidental. No one plans linguistic change. Change happens through random events. A
linguist merely tracks the properties of the system.

10. Compare with Comrie, Tense, pp. 24-26, Comrie, Aspect, pp. 52-64, Declerck, Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 37-38.

11. The author surveyed several individuals about several sentences, including an English statement in the future perfect tense. Many
expressed confusion and bewilderment with this sentence. Only after explaining the context in detail were they able to understand
how the statement made any sense. Even then, respondents claimed that they would never use this tense. This corroborates its
rarity.
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Figure 113. Examine relevance.

Prior. Current. Later.
orientation orientation orientation
time time time
O O O
gyeydvel epnxa éohéw

‘had become dark’ ‘have discovered’ ‘will have stood’
1 . 1 . 1 .
T T T

Examine exceptions.

Some actions diverge from a simple relative time expression. They still re-
tain the natural time of their grammatical tense, just in a more sophisticated
sense.

The fururistic present depicts a certain future event viewed from the pres-
ent perspective, for example, xal av mopeubd xal étoipwacw Témov Vuiv: mAAWY
Epyopat xal mapaiudopal Oubs mpos enavtév ‘when I go, I will prepare a place
for you—I will come back and bring you with me’ John 14:3, oi Aotmol d6f3ov
gxwaowy ‘everyone else will be afraid’ 1 Timothy 5:20. This is not an aberration
of tense. Future tense expresses what has not yet happened. So, an action in
the future tense expresses a degree of uncertainty. Placing a future event in the
present tense expresses a higher degree of confidence that it will, in fact, occur.
This is a nuance of the present tense. These texts could be translated with the
same sense using the present tense in English, for example, xal av mopeufé xal
ETolAow TOTOV Ul mal Epyoupal xal mapainuopat Uuds Tpos énavtov ‘when I
go, I will prepare a place for you—I am going to come back and bring you with
me’ John 14:3, ot Aotmol doPov Eywaoty ‘everyone else can experience fear’ 1 Timo-
thy 5:20." The English futuristic present has the same function.™”

12. Porter, Verbal Aspect, p. 75, uses a similar example to suggest that the present tense does not express present time, mpos o€ mo1é
7O mhoxe LeTd TGV wabyTdy wou ‘with you | am going to make the passover with my disciples’ Matthew 26:18. Note that even
though Porter says that Matthew 26:18 cannot refer to the present tense, pp. 77-78, but yet his own translation uses the present
tense ‘I am going to make’ to translate the sense of the text. The futuristic present can express what you are going to do right away,
at a time very close to the present.

13. See the futurish tense forms, Declerck, The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 106-108.
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The Jistoric present narrates a past event with the present tense, for example,
inaolic olv mdAw éuPpiuwpevos év Eautd Epyetat elg TO pvnueiov ‘Jesus was feeling
deeply emotional again while he went into the tomb’ John 11:48, 76 0¢ mvelipa
pytéis Aéyet ‘the spirit specifically stated’ 1 Timothy 4:1. This is not an aber-
ration of tense. An author may express relative time as if he is present in the
narrative current to the prior moment the event occurred. This also is a nuance
of the present tense. The historic present also legitimately translates with a
present tense, for example, inoodis 00v mdAw éuPpipwpevos év Eautd EpyeTal elg TO
uvnuelov Jesus was feeling deeply emotional again while he goes into the tomb’
John 11:48, 76 0¢ mvedua pyric Aéyer ‘the spirit specifically states’ 1 Timothy
4:1." The English historic present has the same function.™

A perfective present expresses a present event which came into being in the
present, for example, taiita oot ypadw T am writing this to you’ 1 Timothy 3:8.
This is another nuance of the present tense.® The perfective present mimics the
perfect tense.

The wuniversal, also called gnomic, present expresses a general truth that is
true at all times, for example, ayandpey aMnrovs ‘love each other’ 2 John 1:5.
The universal present includes the present moment, but extends to all times
before and after the present as well. If the author wants to express a universally
true principle, he must use some tense. The present tense is satisfactory."

The aorist tense does not have to express an event at a single moment. It
can express an event occurring over a period of time, for example, ¢faciievoey
6 Bavatog amd aoap péxpt pwicéws ‘death ruled from Adam to Moses’ Romans

14. Porter, Verbal Aspect, p. 78, uses a similar example, xai €pxovtat maAw eig iepoaéivpa. xal v @ iepd mepimatoivros adTol
€pyovTat mpog adToV of dpytepels xal of ypappatels xal of mpeoBiTepot ‘they came again to Jerusalem—when he went into
the temple, the high priests, scribes, and elders came to meet him’ Mark 11:27. He objects that the reader must understand that he
has to move from past to present and back again, which is exactly what the historic present accomplishes. It works in English just
like it works in Greek.

15. For example, Charles Dickens uses the historic present, “If the funeral had been yesterday, | could not recollect it better. The very
air of the best parlour, when | wentin at the door, the bright condition of the fire, the shining of the wine in the decanters, the patterns
of the glasses and plates, the faint sweet smell of cake, the odour of Miss Murdstone’s dress, and our black clothes. Mr. Chillip E
in the room, and comes to speak to me.” David Copperfield, chapter nine.

The gospel of John uses the historic present extensively, for example, ddfixev ™y lovdaiav xai dnfiibev mdAw el THv
yaddaiav. Eel 0t adtov diépyeohar dia Tic capapeias. ZpyeTat odv eis moAW THjs capapeias ‘So, he left Judah. He went
back to Galilee. He passes through Samaria. He arrives at a town in Samaria.” John 4:3-5.

The historic present is common in casual English speech. See Declerck, The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 176-178.

16. There are similar cases in English—see Declerck, The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 27-28.

17. Porter, Verbal Aspect, p. 78, offers two other examples of a present tense used as a universal principle, mév 6évdpov un motodv
xapmov xahov éxxomretal xal eis mdp BdMerar ‘every tree that does not bear fruit is thrown into the fire’ Matthew 7:19, ixapov
yép 8étyv dyamd 6 6e6¢ ‘God loves a cheerful giver’ 2 Corinthians 9:7. These examples do not violate the present tense when
expressed as a universal. For similar English examples, see Declerck, The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase, pp. 130-131.
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5:14." This use depicts a continuous event occurring over a period of time col-
lectively as if it were a single event. Paul admits that the rule of death occurred
over a period of time. But remember, aspect is not a claim about reality—aspect
is the author’s choice about the depiction of an event. Paul depicts a continuous
reign as if it occurs at a single instant. Expressive exceptions do not violate the
general rule.

Some exceptions reflect differences in expression between Greek and Eng-
lish. For example, xal dwv) éyéveto éx Tév odpaviv- ab €l 6 vids wov 6 dyamyTds,
gv ool e006xyoa is typically translated in English ‘a voice came from heaven: you
are my beloved son—I am pleased with you’ Mark 1:11." The tense of the action
is the aorist, which represents past time, but the statement is sensible translated
in the English present tense. But, the time aspect also makes sense translated
in past time, ‘I was pleased with you’. It may not be the most pleasing English
translation, but the sense of past time works fine in Greek. This example does
not violate the past aspect of the aorist tense. It does demonstrate the subtleties
of translation.

Another expressive difference comes from a use of the perfect tense, éyw
Bamtilw év Uoati- uégog Ouddv Eotnrev 8v el ovx oidate ‘I baptize with water—
among you stands one you do not know’ John 1:26.%° Both actions are expressed
in past time with a perfect tense, but translate better in the English present
tense. This is the most direct sense in English. However, the meaning in Greek
is likely, ‘I baptize with water—but among you has been standing someone that
you have not known’ John 1:26. There is nothing wrong with this translation—
except that it is not the most readable plain English expression. This is another
subtlety of translation—it is not a violation of the temporal sense of the Greek
perfect tense.

Many other alleged counterexamples are not counterexamples at all.

Examine tense and mood combinations.

Moods other than the statement mood express time differently. The order,
wish, and possibility moods naturally express claims about the future.

An order issues at some point but expects implementation afterwards, for

example, BAémeTe éautots (I order you now to) watch yourselves (from now on)’
2 John 1:8.

18. Campbell, Basics of Verbal Aspect, p. 35, offers this example.
19. Campbell, Basics of Verbal Aspect, p. 36, offers this example.
20. This is another example from Campbell, Basics of Verbal Aspect, p. 47.
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A wish expresses a hope at some point that fulfills afterwards, for example,
val, G0eAdE, eyw gov dvaiuny év xupiw ‘yes, brother, I wanted you (then) to show
me some benefit (later on, when Onesimus arrives) in the lord’ Philemon 1:20,
6 0t Bedg THg Umopoviis xal THs TapaxAfoews 0wy VIV TO adTO dpovelv &V a0l
xata yptotov inoodv (I issue a wish that) the God of patience and comfort may
give you (from this point forward) a common mindset with each other with
respect to the messiah, Jesus’ Romans 15:5, 70 xad’ nuépav dvaxpivovres Tag
ypadas i Exot alita oUTwg ‘they examined the scriptures every day to determine
whether they (might actually, after more consideration in the future) contain
these things’ Acts 17:11.

A possibility makes a claim now about a future likelihood, va év adtjj
mepimatite (starting now) you must live (from this point forward) by them’ 2
John 1:6.

Tense in these moods relates a future event. Some other aspect distinguish-
es the tenses in non-statement moods. Every non-statement mood appears in
the present, perfect, and aorist tenses. The wish mood also appears in the fu-
ture tense.

Grammatical time involves complex situation time relationships. This is not
because tense is timeless. It is because language is so varied that many complex
time relationships exist.?' Even a simple statement may relate to multiple events
and the times they occur. Grammatical tense helps place those events in time.

Tense depicts more than just the relative time of events. For example, the
aorist and imperfect tenses differ in continuity, and the perfect family of tenses
express different relevant times. Tense can combine with non-statement moods
to express aspect at a future time. Tense can express relative time and other
aspects simultaneously.

Examine verbal aspect.

Verbal aspecr® is a narrator’s depiction of an action.

Aspect does not state a fact about the action—the narrator is not necessar-
ily making a claim. Aspect communicates a poins-gf~view about an action. For
example, whether an action is depicted as occurring instantly or continuously
is the author’s choice. It is not an assertion about reality. The elder does not
claim that he was happy at only one instant, éyapnv Alav ‘it made me very happy’

21. What if the fixed time is not the moment of production? For example, apocalyptic literature can narrate a future fixed time. Even
more complex aspects of tense exist.

22. ‘Verbal aspect’ has become the standard name of this characteristic. It could just as well be described as point-of-view, depiction,
perspective, representation, or expression. Here, it is just called ‘aspect’.
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2 John 1:4. He depicts his happiness at one instant in response to a discovery,
éxapnyv Mav- 6t elpyxa ‘it made me very happy because I discovered’ 2 John 1:4.
This depiction helps make his point—the discovery causes his sudden happiness.
This choice of aspect is not a factual claim about the duration of his happiness.

Aspect can have multiple perspectives. Even the experts often confuse or
conflate different types of aspect.

Aspect is not a modern invention. However, some experts have brought as-
pect to the foreground in grammatical studies. This has been particularly true
for some who apply linguistics to biblical studies. This is a welcome clarifica-
tion of the function of grammatical tense.?

Relative time, continuity, and relevance are kinds of aspect.

Different languages may express aspect in different ways. However, many
principles apply across multiple languages. Aspect is not a single concept. There
are multiple types of aspect for action words.

Some distinguish the property of time from the concept of aspect.” Howev-
er, authors use grammatical tense to express their perspective of relative time.
Therefore, time is a kind of aspect. Event time is 7o mutually exclusive from
aspect. Actions indicate the aspect of relative time by the inflection of gram-
matical tense.

Examples are abundant, for example, ei 0¢ Tt %dixnoév ge ¥ ddeidel, TolTo
guol éMoya ‘but if he has harmed you (from wrongdoing that occurred before,
in the past) in any way, or he owes you (in any outstanding account that exists
now, in the present) anything, charge it to me (giving immediate permission,
right now, at the present moment)’ Philemon 1:18. Paul chooses tense, that is,
the aorist, present, and present tenses respectively, to express the perspective
of relative #ime. This is the typical and most dominant function of grammatical
tense. Exceptions and special cases do not cancel or diminish this function.

Continuity is a kind of aspect.” Continuity expresses the author’s perspec-
tive about whether an action is discrete or continuous. Continuity separates the
aorist and imperfect tenses. However, continuity is expressed in other tenses,
such as the present and future tenses.

t.24

23. That is not to say that all conclusions about aspect are valid. But, relative time by itself does not explain all the functions of
grammatical tense.

24. Porter, Verbal Aspect, pp. 76-83, denies that tense expresses time at all. He distinguishes relative time from grammatical tense.
He claims that tense primarily expresses what he calls verbal aspect.

25. Porter, Verbal Aspect, pp. 83-84, treats continuity as if it is not a kind of aspect.
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Relevance is a kind of aspect. Relevance expresses the author’s perspective
about when a prior action is under review. Relevance is characteristic of the per-
fect family of tenses, that is, the perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect tenses.

Again, verbal aspect is the narrator’s point-of-view about an action. Follow-
ing are several other types of aspect.

Examine completeness aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of completeness. Completeness depicts an action
as a whole or in part.

A whole action expresses the entire action, also called perfecive,® for ex-
ample, moMa Exwy VUiV ypade: olx éBovAnny o yaptov xal wéiavos ‘I have
many things to write to you—however, [ will not use (including the entire letter
production process) paper and ink’ 2 John 1:12. The intentions of the elder are
depicted in their entirety. Actions in the aorist tense often depict whole events.

A partial action expresses a limited view, also called 7mperfective, for exam-
ple, ody wg vtoAny xawny ypadwy got ‘I am not writing (in the middle of this
process) to you about a new command’ 2 John 1:5. The situation time of writ-
ing is ongoing, without specifying the beginning or end. However, the author
is focused on a particular period during the letter production. Actions in the
present, imperfect, and future tenses often depict events partially.

Figure 114. Examine completeness.

Whole. Partial.

o————>

oUx €PovAnfny
‘will not use’

26. Perfective and imperfective are terrible names. They are too similar to existing names of tenses, that is, the perfect and imperfect
tense. They are difficult to distinguish and easy to confuse. These names do not correspond well to their function. They do not help
students of language understand the function of aspect. /#Aole and par+ are better descriptions. Once again, linguists should be
experts communicators and ambassadors of their field. Choose clear naming conventions.
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Completeness does not describe the objective nature of the action—aspect
only defines how the narrator subjectively chooses to depicz the action. It is not
that the action actually occurs in whole or in part. It is that the narrator chooses
to depict the action for his purposes of expression.

Examine scope aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of scope. Scope depicts an event from the ousside
or on the inside.

On one hand, the narrator can describe an ouzside action externally, for ex-
ample, évtoly éAafopev mapa ol matpés ‘(we report that) the father gave us a
command’ 2 John 1:4. The narrator depicts the situation as an external reporter.

On the other hand, the narrator can describe an i7side action internally, for
example, ol éyw ayand év ainleia ‘I (myself) truly love them’ 2 John 1:1. The
narrator depicts this situation as an internal participant.

Figure 115. Examine scope.

Outside. Inside.

~

ayami

Cl bl
o ove
éXdfouey

‘gave’

Examine proximity aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of proximity. Proximizy depicts an event re-
motely or closely.

On one hand, the narrator can depict a remoze action from far away, for ex-
ample, moMol mAdvor ¢£7iABov elg Tov xbopov (I heard that) many deceivers have
withdrawn into the world’ 2 John 1:7. Remote reporting is common in narrative.

On the other hand, the narrator can depict a c/ose action as near, for exam-
ple, odx £PouAndny o xdpTou xal wédavos I will not (personally) use paper and
ink’ 2 John 1:12. Close communication is common in discourse.
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Completeness, scope, and proximity are similar kinds of aspect. They often
occur in parallel. However, they are not the same, by definition. They do not
always occur simultaneously because they are functions of context.

Figure 116. Examine proximity.

Remote. Close.

Examine focus aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of focus. /vcus depicts an event from the degin-
ning, at the end, or as an ongoing process.

The narrator may focus on the 4eginning of the process, also called ingressive
or inchoative, for example, ei 0¢ Tig TGV Idlwv xal paAiota oixeiwy o Tpovoel ‘sup-
pose a family member, especially her immediate household, refuses to take care
of her (from the beginning)’ 1 Timothy 5:8. Her refusal disrupts the process
from the start.

The narrator may focus on the ¢4 of the process, also called egressive, for
example, xal un pévwy &v § owdayfi Tol xpiotol- Bedv odx Exet ‘they do not stick
to the teaching about the messiah: therefore God is not with them (any more at
the end of the process)’ 2 John 1:9. God withdraws at the end as a consequence
of false teaching.

The narrator may depict an action as an ozngoing process, or progressive, for
example, eAmilw yevéahar mpos vds ‘I hope (before, now, and until I visit) to visit
with you’ 2 John 1:12. The elder has been hoping to visit, and will continue to
hope until he actually visits.
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Figure 117. Examine focus.

Beginning. End. Ongoing.

..

Examine frequency aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of frequency. /7eguency depicts the number of
times an event occurs.

The narrator can depict an event that occurs o7ce, also called semelfactive, for
example, pwTé e ... va dyamidupey aAMAous ‘T urge you (once, at this moment,
right now): ... love each other’ 2 John 1:5. The elder issues this command on a
single occasion.

The narrator can depict a repesitive event that occurs multiple times, also
called izerative, for example, mpoopével Tals denoeaty xal Tals mpooevyals VuxTds
xal Nuépas ‘she asks (over and over) in prayer day and night’ 1 Timothy 5:5. The
widow prays multiple times on different occasions in succession.

Figure 118. Examine frequency.

Once. Repetitive.
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Examine boundedness aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of boundedness. Boundedness depicts an event
with or without end boundaries.

On one hand, the narrator can depict an event with definitive beginning
and end as lounded, for example, elpyxa éx T@V Téxvwy gov mepimaTolvTag év
aAnfeia ‘T discovered (in a particular case) some of your children walking in the
truth’ 2 John 1:4. The discovery started and concluded on some occasion.

On the other hand, the narrator can depict an event with indefinite be-
ginning and end as wnbounded, for example, ol un oporoyolivres ingolv yploTov
gpyouevov év agapxl ‘they are denying (as a general practice) that Jesus the mes-
siah physically lived’ 2 John 1:7. Because the deceivers have no plans to change,
their conduct continues without bound.

Figure 119. Examine boundedness.

Bounded. Unbounded.

Examine habit aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of habit. /7u/i7 depicts an event as permanent
or femporary.

The narrator may depict an event that never changes as permanent, for ex-
ample, éx T@v Téxvwy cou mepimatolvtas v aAnbeia ‘your children live (on and
on) in the truth’ 2 John 1:4. The children behave this way in all situations.

The narrator may depict an event that might change as semporary, for ex-
ample, éxapnv ‘I became happy (for a period of time)’ 2 John 1:4. The elder
expresses his happiness only in response to this event. He is not always happy.
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Figure 120. Examine habit.

Permanent. Temporary.

Examine emphasis aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of emphasis. Zphasis depicts an event with or
without intensity.

The narrator can express an event that simply occurs as ordinary, for ex-
ample, éAmilw yevéahar mpds Ouds ‘I hope (non-emphatically) to visit with you’ 2
John 1:12. The elder expresses a typical level of hope. There is no indication of
vividness.

The narrator can express an event that occurs with extraordinary emphasis
as intense, for example, olg éyo ayamd év ainbeia I (strongly) love them truly’ 2
John 1:1, or, éxdpyv Alav ‘it made me very happy’ 2 John 1:4. The author express-
es a heightened and more emotive type of love and happiness. He emphasizes
these actions to draw attention to his earnestness.
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Figure 121. Examine emphasis.

Ordinary. Intense.

..

Examine identity aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of identity. /den/iry depicts an event as an equa-
tion OT as a declaration.

An equation expresses sameness between a subject and a predicate, for exam-
ple, alty éotiv 9 dydmy ‘this is (equal to) love’ 2 John 1:6. This aspect typically
occurs with action words that indicate existence, for example, eivai ‘be’, yiveafa
‘become’, and vmapyew ‘exist’.

The narrator can express an action simply as a dec/aration, for example,
aomdletal oe T& Téxva ‘your children (engage in the behavior to) greet you’ 2
John 1:13. The greeting is an event, not an equation of identities.

Figure 122. Examine identity.

Equation. Declaration.
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Examine principle aspect.

Tense can express the aspect of principle. Principle, also called a gromic, de-
picts an event either as a universal or plain statement.

A narrator can make an ordinary statement a p/zi principle, for example, Tig
EpyeTal mpog Vb ‘someone comes (in the normal sense) to you’ 2 John 1:10. The
author expresses relative time in the plain sense of the present tense.

A narrator can state a wise proverb or general truth as a universa/ principle,
for example, dyamépev @Mnrovg ‘love each other (which is a principle for all
times)’ 2 John 1:5. This sentence is not just an ordinary statement—the author
expresses a universal truth valid at all times. This sentence is packaged with a
possibility mood, present tense action. However, the author indicates that the
claim was true, is true, and will be true forever.

Figure 123. Examine principle.

Plain. Universal.
> ~€ >
EpyeTal ayamipuey
‘comes’ ‘love’

Aspect types may overlap.

There may be other types of aspect. The large number of possibilities ex-
plains why it is difficult to identify aspect. There is not just one kind.?

Different aspect types may overlap. They overlap in different ways and for
different reasons in different examples. This overlap also explains why it is dif-
ficult to identify aspect.

Many experts discuss aspect as if it is a single concept. They may provide
multiple overlapping but competing definitions. Different experts may use dif-

27. Campbell, Basics of Verbal Aspect, p. 32, suggests that the number of kinds of aspect is unknown. He suggests there could be as
many as four types. There are far more than four different kinds of aspect. This is because the nuances of language are subtle and
multiple. Language comes from highly complex and creative intellect—that of humans. The diversity of human communication is
virtually limitless.
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ferent definitions from each other, then speak about them as if they are talking
about the same thing. Experts may switch between different definitions in the
same discussion without acknowledging the different types of aspect.

Some invent illegitimate competitions between aspect types. For example,
relative time aspect and completeness aspect can coexist within the same in-
stance of an action, for example, éyapnv Alav ‘it made me very happy’ 2 John
1:4. The elder expresses a declaration about his complete happiness in the relative
past time from a close perspective as a femporary event. Grammatical tense may
express rich perspectives.

However, grammatical tense still primarily expresses when the action occurs.

Different elements may express aspect.

Greek lacks formal structures that objectively identify aspect. Aspect ex-
ists in the mind of the author. He intends to transfer it into the mind of the
beholder. Aspect is not part of the inflection of the action. Every action inflects
grammatical zense. The interpreter must infer aspect from the tense and other
elements. Those elements include grammatical tense, qualifying words and
phrases, the semantic range of the word, and the broader context.

Grammatical tense expresses aspect. Every action has a tense. The grammati-
cal tense of every action is determined absolutely and solely by inflection, for
example, eUpnxa ‘I have found’ 2 John 1:4 inflects the perfect tense of ebpioxety
‘find’. An action may not cancel grammatical tense. Every action inflects ex-
actly one tense, without exception.

A qualifying word or phrase can express aspect. A possessive qualifier clause
can depict iteration, for example, mpoouéver Tals denoeoy xal Tals mpogeuyais
vuxtog xal nuépag ‘she asks in prayer day and night’ 1 Timothy 5:5. A preposi-
tional clause can clarify the relative time, for example, xal peb’ nuév €otat €ig Tov
ai@ve ‘it belongs (in the future) to us forever’ 2 John 1:2. A qualifier can suggest
intensity, for example, éyapnv Alav ‘it made me very happy’ 2 John 1:4, or rela-
tive time, for example, xal viv épwtd ot ‘T urge you (right now)’ 2 John 1:5.

The semantic range of a word can express aspect.

Actions of existence often describe a state of equality instead of an event,
for example, 7 yapd NV 7 TemAnpwpévy ‘we can become completely happy’ 2
John 1:12.

tOmTw ‘I strike’ would tend to be momentary, for example, xal &p&ntal TimTEW
ToUg acuvoovAoug avTol ‘he started to beat the other slaves’ Matthew 24:49, while
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ayamw ‘I love’ can be continuous ‘o éyw ayand év ainbeie’ I truly love you all’
2 John 1:1.

Some words necessarily reference other actions that occur later, like plan-
ning, hoping, and promising. For example, Oulv ypddetv 0vx éBouAnbny ‘I do not
(now) intend to write to you (in the future)’ 2 John 1:12, ¢M& éAmilw yevéobeau
mpog vuds ‘(now) I hope to visit you (later on)’ 2 John 1:12, xai adty éaTiv 7
émayyella #v adTog émnyyeidato Huiv ‘this is the promise which he (then) prom-
ised (to give) to you (later on)’ 1 John 2:25, xai émyyyeidato dotvar adT@ ‘(then)
he promised to give it to him (afterwards)’ Acts 7:5.

The situation confext can express aspect. There is nothing about Aéyew
‘speak’ that requires the action to be continuous or momentary. However, when
the narrator issues a prohibition, speaking a greeting is depicted discretely, not
continuously, yalpew adté un Aéyete ‘do not speak (at any moment) a greeting
to him’ 2 John 1:10.

A sentence indicates the aspect of time as a consequence of all of these ele-
ments. This includes the inflected tense because tense fundamentally indicates
relative time. It is not because other elements indicate relative time separate
from a timeless tense.? The different elements express relative time collectively,
not separately. The other elements provide support and clarity to the relative
time expressed by the inflection of tense.

Multiple elements express aspect.

Even some experts confuse grammar, qualifiers, semantics, and context.
Some argue that on/y grammatical tense can express aspect. Grammar, quali-
fiers, semantics, and context do not independently determine aspect. They do
so collectively.?

Some types of aspect may be similar, and even difficult to distinguish on a
case-by-case basis. However, different kinds of aspect are not the same.* Any of
these points-of-view can operate separately, together, or not at all in the imple-

28. Against Porter, Verbal Aspect, pp. 81-83.

29. This agrees with McKay, “Time and Aspect,” pp. 227-228.

30. Some views of aspect are overly complex because they conflate distinct types of aspect. For example, one definition is, “Greek
verbal aspect is a synthetic semantic category (realized in the form of verbs) used of meaningful oppositions in a network of
tense systems to grammaticalize the author’s reasoned subjective choice of conception of a process.” Porter, Verbal Aspect, p.
88. This definition has multiple levels of dependent clauses, parenthetic clauses, multiple modifiers and qualifiers, and multiple
prepositional clauses. Porter may fail to distinguish different kinds of aspect because he lost the forest among the trees.

Aspect is a simple concept: Aspect is a narrator’s depiction of an action.
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mentation of different actions. Aspect does not express a single characteristic,
but a group of characteristics.*

Some argue that an author’s choice of tense fundamentally assigns aspect,
but not the aspect of time.* Some claim that tense on/y qualifies the closeness
of the author to the action. Each of these claims is suspect.

Avoid false distinctions between semantics and pragmatics.

Some linguists make false distinctions between semantics* and pragmatics.
They claim that aspect is genetically embedded into the word.

Semantics refers to the values that are encoded in the verbal form. These
values are unchanging. ... Pragmatics refers to the expression of values
in context and in combination with other factors. ... Pragmatic values
can change from context to context. ... Aspect is a semantic value. ...
Aktionsart, on the other hand, is a pragmatic value.

Grammatical tense is an objective, unchangeable property of an action in-
stance. Any given action form has one and only one tense. Thus tense is an ex-
ample of this definition of semantics. Tense is a value encoded into the word by
inflection. So, grammatical tense is a semantic value by this definition. Verbal
aspect is not.

31. Porter defines verbal aspect only within certain spheres: completeness, scope, and proximity, Verbal Aspect, p. 91. He mixes them
as if they are one, which they are not. He ignores the other kinds of aspect, as if they do not exist. He treats aspect as if it has one
kind, winner take all.

32. “I'do not believe that the verbal endings convey temporal reference,” Porter, Linguistic Analysis of the Greek New Testament, p.
178. “In Greek a verb tense-form expresses primarily the grammatical meaning of aspecz; it is not synonymous with nor primarily
focused on where a situation is located in time,” Decker, Reading Koine Greek, p. 222. “Greek verbs grammaticalize aspect, rather
than time (past, present, future) or Aktionsart (kind of action, or how the action actually takes place, e.g., punctiliar, durative),”
Matthewson, Verbal Aspect in the Book of Revelation, pp. 16-17. “Greek does not express time by the form (‘tense’) of the verb, so
the sentence may be considered tenseless grammatically,” Decker, “Verbal Aspect in Recent Debate,” p. 3. “Verbs are not primarily
concerned with time or with objectified action, but with a subjective perspective on action,” Porter, “The Greek Language of the New
Testament,” p. 117. “Itis true, as now certainly appears to be the case, that the inflexions of the ancient Greek verb signal aspect
(as well as voice and mood) but not time,” McKay, “Time and Aspect in New Testament Greek,” p. 209. “In Greek the sentence is
tenseless, while the proposition is tensed,” Porter, Verbal Aspect, p. 83.

Campbell is uncommitted: “The issue of whether or not Greek verbs are tenses remains unresolved,” Basics of Verbal Aspect, p.
32. Campbell correctly understands that “aspect and tense happily coexist,” Advances in the Study of Greek, p. 109. He fails to
recognize that time is itself one of many kinds of aspect, but he is on the right track.

33. This is a special, atypical use of the word ‘semantics’. Semantics normally refers to the meaning associated with a word. It is an
unfortunate and unhelpful use of the word.

34. Campbell, Basics of Verbal Aspect, pp. 22-24.
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Some even suggest that semantics refers to meaning inherently contained
within a word.* There is no meaning within a word apart from context.* With-
out context, a word is just a meaningless sequence of symbols, sounds, or let-
ters. Aspect is not a semantic value. It is inferred—it does not follow from mor-
phology. Advocates for the ‘semantic’ value of aspect make a stronger case than
the evidence allows. They should retract the claim. This distinction between
semantics and pragmatics falls apart on careful inspection.

The meaning of a word is determined by many considerations: morphol-
ogy, the semantic range of the word elsewhere, the syntactic context, figures of
speech, historical context, and many other factors. All these factors are func-
tions of context. They are not contained interior to the word separate from con-
text. Even morphology expresses meaning from exterior context—other similar
morphologies of the same word establish the function of form.

All aspects, including time, scope, and continuity, are subjective properties.
The hearer must infer aspect from context. The intended aspect of a tense form
is correctly determined only by subjectively evaluating the intent of the author.
Aspect is not an absolute property of tense. So, aspect is not an example of this
definition of semantics.”

Examine ancient grammarians on tense.

Ancient linguists comment on grammatical tense. Just as with modern lin-
guists, some ancient claims are legitimate, and others are illegitimate. However,
these grammarians are ancient Greek native speakers. They taught and wrote
about grammar contemporary to the Hellenistic Greek period. They explain
tense from the perspective of an insider.

Aristotle claims that tense expresses time.
Aristotle was a student of Plato, a Greek philosopher, and a scientist during
the fourth century BC. He was the tutor of the conquering Macedonian king,

35. “Semantics refers to the a-contextual meaning, that is, a tense-form's meaning apart from a specific context,” Naselli, “A Brief
Introduction to Verbal Aspect,” p. 18-19. Compare Decker, “Verbal Aspect in Recent Debate,” p. 2, note 8, p. 3. “The root fallacy is
a matter of pragmatic not semantic definition,” p. 12. No—the root fallacy is assigning meaning to a word apart from context, as if a
word ‘contains’ meaning in-and-of-and-by itself. That is exactly what some claim about verbal aspect, that it is an objective property
of grammar, and not a subjective function of application. Tense is grammatical. Aspect is matter of application, including the aspect
of time and all other aspects.

36. Silva, Biblical Words and Their Meanings, pp. 103-108, explains why words do not contain inherent meaning apart from context.
This claim has been so thoroughly debunked that it is surprising to find linguists still making the claim. This betrays a prejudice
against evidence. It appears that Campbell has decided in advance that tense does not express time, and makes the facts conform
to this thesis.

37. There are no unchangeable properties of semantics. Meaning is necessarily changeable. Porter, Verbal Aspect, pp. 14-16, seems
to make the same mistake in his understanding of aspect as an unchangeable property of tense.
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Alexander III, the so-called Alexander the Great. His work On Interpretation®
deals with the relationships between language and logic. As a native Greek
speaker, he asserts that tense expresses situation time. This lies at the heart of
his argument about tense choice, pfipa 3¢ éoTL T mpooonuaivov xpdvov: ob wépog
000&v onpalvel ywpis ‘an action word expresses time—there is no example that
fails to do so’. This is a forceful and accurate claim.

Aristotle gives an example, 10 0¢ Uywaivel pfiuar mpogonuaiver yap To viv
umapyew ‘the word Uyiwalvel, he is healthy, is an action that indicates that the
situation occurs right now’ (emphasis added). Oyiaivet ‘he is healthy’ inflects in
the present tense. Aristotle uses a zemporal/ qualifier to describe the function of
the present tense. To Aristotle, relative #ime is the primary function of tense.
He asserts that the tense system varies from a default form, that is, the present
tense.

Aristotle mentions another kind of aspect. What he calls aopiotov ‘indefi-
nite’ is the aspect named continuity in this commentary.

An action word expresses time.
There is no example that fails
to do so. An action always
references some other named
thing.

piina 0¢ éoTi TO TpooTNUATVOY
xpdvov* 00 uépog 0UdEY anuaivel
xwpls. xat EoTv del T@v xabd’
ETEPOU AEYOUEVWY TYULETOV.

By saying, mpooanuaivet ypovov
‘it indicates time’, I distinguish
between a thing, Oyleia ‘health’,
and the action, Uytaivet ‘he is
healthy’. The action indicates
that the situation occurs right
now.

Aéyw 0’ 6TL mpooouaivel ypovov,
olov Oyleta wév vopa, To Ot
Uytlalvetl pfjua: mpooayualvel yap
76 viv UTapyELv.

An action always references
some other named thing, for
example, something related to
the subject, the subject itself, or
something inside the subject.

xal Gel T@v xal’ ETépou Aeyouévwy
oNueidy EaTiv, olov TEV xad’
UTTOXEILEVOU VTTOXEILEVOU 7] €V
UTTOXEILEVWL.

38. Aristotle, mept épunveiag, On Interpretation, 3. The translation is by the author.
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TO 0¢ 0Dy Uylaivel xal TO 00 xapveL
oV pijua Aéywo Tpoaanalvel tEY
Yap xpovov xal Gel xaTa Tog
UTTapyEL.

I am not saying that the
expressions ody Uytaivet ‘he is
not healthy’ or o0 xauvet ‘he is
not sick’ are simply behaviors.
They always depict a time and

reference a subject.

There is no special name for

a type, so let it be an @optoTov
‘indefinite’ action. It occurs at
any time equally. It can occur at
a particular time or not.

~ 1 ~ b4 b ~
THjL 0¢ Oaedopdt Svopa o0 xeltat
3 P4 5 7 ¥ 1%
aW’ EoTw adptaTov piiuna, 4Tl
opolwg €d’ 6Tovoly UTapyEL, xal
dvTog xatl uyn GvTos.

The same applies to the actions
Uylavev ‘he was healthy’ or
Oylavel ‘he will be healthy’'—
they are not default action
forms. They vary from the
default form. The default action
expresses mapévta ‘present’
time. The others express mépt§
‘another’ time.

< 14 1 1 1\ c 14 N 1
buolws 08 xai T Uylavey % To
Oylavel o0 pijua, dAa TTEaIg

A 4 1 ~
prratos: dladépet 0t Tol
PNULATOS, GTL TO WEV TOV TapOVTA
Tpoaaypaivel xpévov, Ta 0& TOV
mépié.

Aristotle wrote On Poetics® to define and describe the characteristics of dra-
matic literature. Along the way, he discusses the components of language. Both
things and action words inflect. One difference between them is that action
words express time, pfiua 08 dwvi cuvBeTn onuavTid petd xpévou ‘an action is
a group of sounds that indicates #ime’ (emphasis added), while things do not,
Gvopa O€ ... Gveu xpévou ‘a thing ... does not indicate time’.

Again, Aristotle gives examples to illustrate his point. An action in the pres-
ent tense Padilet ‘he is walking’ expresses present time. An action in the perfect
tense BePadixev ‘he has been walking’ expresses past time. Aristotle claims that
grammatical tense necessarily indicates the #me the action occurs.

39. Aristotle, wept moTixjg, On Poetics, 1457a. The translation is by the author.
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Gvopa 0¢ €0 Tt dwvy) cuvheTy)
onuavTie dveu xpévou g uépog
000¢v aTt xab’ alTd oypavTINé:
gv yap Tois dimAols od xpwueba
wg xal adTd xab’ adTd anuaivov,
olov év 76 Hedwpos Td dwpog ov
aNUalveL.

A thing is a group of sounds
that does 7oz indicate time.
None of them individually
means anything. We do not use
compound sounds as if some
subgroup means something by
itself. For example, dwpog ‘gift’
has no special meaning in the

name feédwpog “Theodore’.

An action is a group of sounds
that does indicate time. None

of them individually indicates
anything, just like with things.
The things d&vlpwmos ‘man’ or
Aguxov ‘white’ do not indicate
when. However, the action
Badiler ‘he is walking’ indicates
a time in the present. fefdoixev
‘he has been walking’ indicates a
time in the past.

[ o d 1 \ \ \
piina 08 dwvi auvbety) onuavTi)
KLETE Y pOVOU 1 0VOEV UEPOS
onuaivet xaf’ abTé, domep xal
ETL TGV OVOUATWY: TO UEV Yap
&vBpwmos 7 Aeuxdv od anuaivel T
méTe, TO 0t Padilel 7 Pefddixev
TPOTTYUAIVEL TO LEV TOV TTpOVTAL
14 1 1 1 14
xpdvov T6 0t TOV mapeAnivbiTa.

Dionysius Thrax claims that tense expresses time.

Dionysius Thrax lived in Alexandria, Egypt. He studied under Aristarchus of
Samothrace, the director of the great library of Alexandria. During the second
century BC, Dionysius wrote 7he Art of Language.”® The Art of Language evaluates
proper composition by understanding the characteristics of the parts of speech.

Dionysius addresses action inflection: Tense expresses #ime. This is not to
deny that Greek actions might represent other characteristics to native speak-
ers. However, Dionysius presumes that tense inflection indicates when the ac-
tion occurs, that is, xpévor Tpels éveatws, mapeAnAvlug, uéMwy ‘there are three
times: present, past, future’.*

40. Dionysius Thrax, Téxvn ypaupatixs, The Art of Language. The Greek text is online at http://www.hs-augsburg.de/~harsch/
graeca/Chronologia/S_ante02/DionysiosThrax/dio_tech.html#13. The translation is by the author. This is not the occasion to
discuss possible pseudipigraphical origins. Regardless, The Art of Language discusses Greek grammar contemporary to the
Hellenistic period.

41. Porter, Verbal Aspect, pp. 19-20, exploits ambiguities in The Art of Language. These objections could be answered here. But this
is unnecessary and off-topic. One thing is clear: Dionysius thinks that actions fundamentally inflect #ime, not some other aspect.
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prind €Tt Aébig AmTwWTOS.
EMOEXTINY Y pOVWY TE xal
TposwTwy xal ptfuddv. évépyelay
7 mabog maploTioa.

TapEmeTal 08 T PHUATL 6XTH"
p] 14 4 k14
gyxicels, owbéaeig, i,
oxnuata, aptbuol, mpéowma,
xpévot, culvyiat.

gyxAloels uev ovv eiot mévTe:
OpLaTINY, TPOTTAXTIRY), EDXTIXN,
OTTOTAXTIXY, ATAPEUPATOS.

dabéoeis eiol Tpels: évépyela,
mdhog, ueadtyg. évépyeia pev olov
TOmTw. mdbog 3¢ olov TUMTOWAL.
UETOTYG OF 1) TOTE iV EVEpyelay
moté 0t mdfog mapioTdoa. olov
memnya OtEdbopa Emomaauny
gypayauny.

€(0) 0% 000" TPWTOTUTOV Xl
TaPAYWYOV. TPWTOTUTIOV UEV 0loV
&pdw. mapaywyov 0t olov dpdelw.

An action does not inflect the
grammatical role. It can inflect
tense, person, number. It can
represent both passive and
active agency.

An action has eight
characteristics: mood, agency,
origin, composition, number,
person, time, relation.

There are five moods: statement,
order, wish, possibility,
impersonal.

There are three agencies:
active, passive, middle. An
active example is TOmTw ‘T hit’.
A passive example is TOTTOpRL
‘I was hit’. The middle can
sometimes represent active and
sometimes passive, for example,
mémnya ‘I have solidified’,
dtédfopa ‘I have been ruined’,
¢momoapyy ‘I made for myself’,
gypapauny ‘I took notes’.

There are two origins: basic,
derivative. A basic example
is &pdw ‘I water’. A derivative
example is apdedw ‘1T water
crops’.
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oxnuata tpia: amiolv, advbetov,
mapacuvbeTov. amioly pév

olov dpové. chvBeTov Ot olov
xatadpové. mapacivietov 3¢ olov
avtryovilw dlmmilw.

aptBpol Tpeis: Evinds, Ouixds,
TANBUYTINGG. Evinds wiv olov
TUOTTW. dUixdc OF olov TUTTETOV.
TANBUYTIXGG OF olov TUMTOWEY.

TpwaoTe Tpla: TpETov, 0eUTEPOY,
TpiTov. mp&TOV Wev dd’ 0l 6 Adyos.
deuTepov 0 TpdS BV 6 Adyos. TpiTov
d¢ mepl 00 6 Adyos.

XpOvoL TPEls" EVETTWS,
mapeAnAvbag, LEMwy. ToUTwY
6 mapednAubag Exet diadopag
TETTAPAS” TAPATATIXOV,
Tapaxeipevoy, UTEPTUYTENIXOY,
QopLoTOV.

WV CUYYEveLR TPETS EVETTEITOS TPOS
TRPATATINOY, TAPAXELUEVOU TPOS
UTTEPTUVTEALXOY, ROplTTOU TTPOS
uEMovTa.

There are three compositions:
plain, compound, relation.

A plain example is ¢pové ‘1
think’. A compound example

is xatadpové ‘I condescend’.
Relation examples are vtiyovilw
‘I ally with Antigonus’ or
dumTilw T ally with Philip’.

There are three numbers:
single, double, multiple. A
single example is TomTw ‘I hit’.
A double example is TOTTETOV
‘both hit’. A multiple example is
TUmToMEY ‘We hit’.

There are three persons: first,
second, third. The first person
is the narrator. The second
person is the recipient. The
third person is some other party
under discussion.

There are three times: present,

past, future. The past has four

variations, including imperfect,
perfect, pluperfect, aorist.

Tense has three relations:
present to imperfect, perfect to
pluperfect, aorist to future.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus uses tense as time.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus was a Greek historian and linguist. He came to

Rome as an instructor of rhetoric after the Roman civil wars of the first century

BC.
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The Arrangement of Words* is a tutorial on how best to organize words in
composition. He discusses how to choose the best words by their inflection.
Dionysius calls tense inflection ypdvwv ‘times’. This corroborates that gram-
matical tense expresses time according to Dionysius.

émi 0t TAV pnuatwy, motepa Regarding action words, it might
xpeltTw AauPavépeva €otat, T@ be better to choose either the
6p0c 9 Ta UmrTiaL. active or passive agency.

There might be a preference to
use a particular mood. So, some
particular  inflectional form
is selected to provide the best
setting.

xal  xata  molag  EyxAloelg
éxdepbueva. g 0% TIVES MTWOELS
pnuatixag  xaAolatl, xpaticTny
€dpav Mpetal.

xal molag mapeudaivovta dadopas It may indicate the different
X POVWY. xpovwy ‘times’.

The other action characteristics

\ e/4 ~ N4
xal €l Ta Tol agt. o
s P follow similarly.

Apollonius Dyscolus claims that tense expresses time.

Apollonius Dyscolus lived in Alexandria, Egypt during the second century AD.
His works on grammar and syntax are detailed and extensive. He addresses
tense inflection in his discussion of qualifiers.

Apollonius is a native Greek writer, speaker, and grammatical analyst. All
the qualifiers that define time are temporal. They correlate to the relative time
typical of the different tenses. Apollonius suggests that action inflection may
identify other kinds of aspect. However, it is impossible that he believes tense is
independent of time. The following citation is from On Adverbs.*

TQ XPOVIXQ ETLPPNUATA
cuudwvolicay Tois Tol pruatog
xpévots moteltar cvTagw.

Time qualifiers agree
grammatically with action tense.

42. Jioviaiog dhekdvdpov dixapvacoets, mepl cuvBécews dvopdTwy, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, The Arrangement of Words,
Chapter 6. The translation is by the author.

43. amoMoviov dAegavdpiws, mept émippyudTwy, Apollonius Dyscolus, On Adverbs, 19. The translation is by the author.
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olov 6 éxBés mapwyNuéve
cuvtetdéetal, éx0es Eypadov,
éx0is Eypaa.

TO yap alplov AVTIXEIUEVOY TG
TapwNREVQ, oV cUVTETAEETAL

7} TaAW Tolg oporoyolat TO un
mapwyiiobat, alplov ypadw, alptov
ypayw, alplov avaywanoxw.

& wévtot ov dopilovta TV
Xp6vov, xowiy 0t TapaTacty
onrodvta ol mavTdg ypdvov,
cupmapelapBaveTal xate TavTa
XpOvov, ws Exel TO VUV édpbvyoa,
viv dpovés, viv dpoviiow: 0y
Eypaa, 710n ypddw, 707 ypdw.
6 a0TOG AOY0S CUVTEIVETW ETL
TAVTWY TEY TOLOUTWV.

For example, 70 &x0¢s ‘yesterday’
combines with the past tense,
éx0is Eypadov ‘yesterday, I was
writing’, or, éybés Eypada 1
wrote yesterday’.

However, 70 alptov ‘tomorrow’
is incompatible with the past
tense. They do not agree.

Yet, non-past qualifiers are
compatible with certain tenses,
alplov ypadw ‘I am writing
tomorrow’, alptov ypayw 1
will write tomorrow’, alptov
avaywwoxw ‘I am reading
tomorrow’.

However, some qualifiers do not
require a particular tense. They
each cooperate with any tense,
for example, 0 viv édpovyoa 1
thought now’, viv ¢pové ‘Tam
thinking now’, viiv dpoviow ‘1
will think now’, or, %07 &ypaja
‘I wrote already’, 70 ypadw ‘1
am writing already’, %07 ypapw
‘I will write already’. There are
other words that work like this.

Longinus claims that tense expresses time.

Longinus produced a work On the Sublime** sometime between the first and
third century AD. This work discusses the characteristics of high quality writ-
ing. The exact identity of Longinus is uncertain.

Longinus discusses the use of the historic present. In a narrative in the
mapeinivbota ‘past’, the author may switch from a past tense memtwxds ‘he has

44. Longinus, On the Sublime, 25. The translation is by the author.

Examine ancient grammarians on tense. Page 513.

20170522134115



Grammatical tense does express time.

fallen’ to a present tense malet ‘he thrusts’.* This depicts the narrative as if it
occurs as a évaywvlov mpdypa ‘current expression’.

Longinus understands that a narrative naturally occurs at a prior time.
However, the author switches to the present tense to make the event more vivid.
Longinus understands that grammatical tense expresses zime.

When you present matters from
the past as if they are occurring
in the present, it will no longer
function as a narrative. Instead,
you express it as if it is a current
expression.

Stav ye unv ta TapeAniubita
TOlg X pOVoLS ElTAYNS WS YIVOUEVR
xal mapdvta, 0b dujynow ETt TOV
A0yov, aM évaywviov Tpdypa
TMOLNTELS.

“He has fallen,” says Xenophon,
“under the horse of Cyrus.
When the horse steps on him,
he thrusts his sword into the
horse’s belly. While the horse
bucks, he throws Cyrus. Then

MEMTWRWS O¢ TIg, dNTly 6
Eevod@v, Umo T4 xpov Immw xal
TaTOUKEVOS Talel Tfj payaipa

elg TNV yaoTépa TOV Immov: 6 08
cdaddlwy amogeietal ToV xUpov, 6

0¢ TiTTEL.

he falls.”
TololTog év Tolc mAsloTOIC O This type of expression occurs
Bouxudione. frequently in Thucydides.

Byzantine grammarians claim that tense expresses time.

Stephen of Alexandria, Commentary on Aristotle, comments on Stoic gram-
marians in the seventh century AD.*

Manuel-Maximus Planudes wrote a Greek grammar in the thirteenth cen-
tury AD, The Dialogue.”

The Byzantine grammarians reflect on earlier Stoic grammars. It is difficult
to develop a robust Stoic grammatical system because their works no longer
exist.*®

45. Longinus gives this example of the historic present from Xenophon, Cyropaedia, 7.1.37. Longinus suggests that the historic
present is common in Thucydides. Many modern experts also discuss this phenomenon, for example, George, “The Temporal
Characteristics of the Historical Present in Thucydides.”

46. See the text and translation in Robins, The Byzantine Grammarians, pp. 229-230.
47. See the text and translation in Robins, The Byzantine Grammarians, pp. 230-231.
48. This diminishes Porter’s attempt, Verbal Aspect, pp. 20-22, to reconstruct the Stoic system in support of his view of verbal aspect.
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Ancient grammarians claim that tense expresses time.

The perspective of ancient Greek grammarians is that tense inflection ex-
presses relative event time.* A broad range of ancient linguists indicate this
independently. The contemporary native Greek-speaking experts say far less to
support other views of verbal aspect.

This is a powerful indication that grammatical tense inflection primarily
expresses the situation time. This creates suspicion about the claim that tense
principally expresses some ozber type of verbal aspect. It makes it difficult to
claim that tense is independent of time.

Never use superlatives.

Tense is not absolute. Neither is aspect. With language, little is absolute.
This does not mean that paradigms are useless. Experts should just tread care-
fully with absolute statements.

Aspect is one element expressing the authorial intent of grammatical ac-
tions. For example, the perfect family of tenses express relevance and the aorist
tense depicts discrete continuity. However, grammatical tense first and primar-
ily expresses the aspect of time.*

Only a few experts in biblical studies claim that tense never depicts time at
all. They misuse or misunderstand the work of other linguists.* For the most
part, the extremists about aspect are not primarily linguists, but experts in
biblical literature who use linguistics.

49. This opposes the claim made by Porter that “this debate began with the Greeks themselves,” Verbal Aspect, p. 17. There is no
such debate about aspect among the ancient grammarians. Porter admits that “Dionysius’s scheme is clearly temporally oriented,”
Verbal Aspect, p. 20. The Byzantine grammarians do not deny that grammatical tense expresses time. See Robins, The Byzantine
Grammarians, pp. 227-233.

50. This is a deliberate oxymoron.

51. Remember, placing an event in relative time is as much a kind of aspect as any other.

52. Some suggest that they completely misread or misunderstand earlier studies. See Runge, “Contrastive Substitution and the Greek
Verb.”

Never use superlatives. Page 515.

20170522134115



Grammatical tense does express time.

Most linguists do not claim that aspect cancels the function of time in the
Greek action word.*® They treat other types of aspect as supplemental to the
aspect of time.

Attempts to absolutely systematize language typically fail. Systems are still
useful to describe tendencies, but they usually are not absolutes. Not only can
tense indicate relative time—it usually does.

Who gets to decide what something means?

Grammarians and linguists cannot assign meaning to texts. Only the
speaker or writer is capable of controlling intent when he produces a linguistic
composition.® Grammarians can only try to discover the intent of the author.
Claims about intent must follow from the evidence.

Just because a system is consistent, or that it eliminates the most anomalies,
does not determine that the system is valid. A grammatical system is valid be-
cause it accurately reflects the intent of the author, not because it is internally
consistent.*® Aspect does not trump time in grammatical tense, according to
the ancient grammarians, according to most people who use tense, according
to modern experts in linguistics, and according to me when I read and use
language.

53. This is certainly the perspective of some key linguists. For example, Comrie, “The basis of the discussion in the body of this book
is that tense is grammaticalised expression of location in time,” Tense, p. 9, compare pp. 9-13, 36-55. “Primary tense means past,
present or future at the moment of speaking; it is time relative to ‘now’,” Halliday, Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar,
p. 144. “The historical present behaves syntactically as a past tense with respect to sequence of tenses where the older Indo-
European languages have this feature,” Kiparsky, “Tense and Mood,” p. 30. “For all languages it holds that ‘past time reference’
characterizes prototypical uses of [the perfective]—single, completed events will be in the ‘typical cases’ be located in the past,”
Dahl, Tense and Aspect Sytems, p. 79. “In my usage of the word zense Ancient Greek has three tenses: a past, a present, and a
future tense,” Bary, “Tense in Ancient Greek Reports,” p. 30. “It is now generally accepted that tense involves, not just temporal
reference as such, but deictic temporal reference: i.e., that is involves reference to a point or interval of time which is determined in
relation to the moment of utterance,” Lyons, Linguistic Semantics, p. 313. This is the position taken here.

Although the subject here is about the expression of tense with the Greek verb, the relationship of tense and aspect is not terribly
different from English. See Chapter 2, “Towards a theory of tense and time,” in Declerck, The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase,
pp. 91-170. This opposes the claim that Greek has a completely different grammaticalization of time.

54. Dictionaries do not define words. Dictionaries attempt to express the range of possibilizes of meaning. Whether they succeed or
not is a matter of investigation. Meaning comes from authorial intent, not linguistic analysis. Grammarians attempt to Ziscover the
meaning of an author, not assign meaning to the author.

55. There is a philosophical debate about whether language is ‘alive’, that is, whether a recipient can determine meaning after
production. That is not the definition of ‘meaning’ here—meaning is set by the original intent of the author at the moment of
production. This question belongs to the fields of philosophy and political science, not linguistics. The reader can only decide how
to apply the meaning of the original intent. The meaning of the text does not change—the application can change. Meaning and
application are independent concepts.

56. This is Porter’s support for his theory of verbal aspect: “A competent semantic description of tense usage in Greek must account
for and explain at least the following sets of instances according to a unified semantic theory,” Verbal Aspect, p. 75.
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Greek and English tense functions are similar.*” English tense expresses
time.* Ancient Greek likely does, too.

Tense first depicts time.

Even non-statement moods depict time. Exceptions to natural time still de-
pict time, just with more sophistication.

A tense may have other functions, but it still places an action in time. This
is not a minor function of tense. Time assignment is the main function of tense.

Sez who? Aristotle sez so. Dionysius Thrax sez so. Apollonius Dyscolus sez
so. Longinus sez so. I sez so. You sez so. They sez so. We all sez so.

It is easy to play semantic word games with time—time itself is such a slip-
pery concept. Do not be fooled, though: Assigning relative time to actions is the
chief function of tense.

Action words can also reflect the author’s perspective about other functions
of aspect, but secondarily to the aspect of time.

In no way does this diminish the welcome focus on verbal aspect. Aspect
helps to clarify the many ways that an author expresses intent by choosing a
grammatical tense. Tense is far more sophisticated than just expressing relative
time. It just does not cancel the aspect of relative time.
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