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Worksheet 3. Examine action inflection.
There are seven action themes.

The action inflects in seven themes. The understanding of the organization of these themes has evolved over the last few
centuries, and the debate over their nuances is still under consideration, up to the current time. These themes vary in
combinations of agency, causation, and transitivity.

Agency, also called voice, expresses the relationship between an action and its subject. Agency has three kinds, either active,
passive, or reflexive. The subject is the actor in the aczive agency, for example, “he ate.” The action acts on the subject in
passive agency, for example, “he is being eaten.” The subject acts on itself in the re¢//exive agency, for example, “he is eating
himself.”

Most, if not all, actions express some effectiveness of causation. However, there are ways to express the intensity of causation
more emphatically, for example, in English, the addition of certains words like “make” or “have”, for example, “make bread,”
“have my hair cut,” or, using the suffix “-ize’ with an action, for example, “equalize,” “randomize,” “organize,” or “vaporize.”
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Transitivity expresses whether an action operates with or without an object. In/ransitive actions have no object, for example,
“I ate.” Transitive actions do have an object, “I ate a bear,” or, “I ate breakfast.”

The zhemes vary in meaning by agency, causation, and transitivity.

No causation Passive causation Active causation
Active Qatal Qitel Hiqtil
Passive Niqtal Qutal Hoqtal
Reflexive Niqtal Hithqatel Higqtil

The seven themes are named after their third person masculine single complete inflected forms of 5vp. The seven theme
names are gafa/ 50p (which the standard grammars name Qal), 7igza/ S0p1 (which the standard grammars name Niphal), gize/
5op (which the standard grammars name Piel), guza/ Sop (which the standard grammars name Pual), /igzi/ opn (which the
standard grammars name Hiphil), /0g7a/ 50p7, (which the standard grammars name Hophal), and /izhgaze/ Sopnn (which the
standard grammars name Hithpael). The three letter root is present in each theme, but with different prefixes and vowel
mark combinations.

The most prevalent theme by far is qatal. It composes about 70 percent of all actions in the Hebrew Bible. Hiqgtal makes up
about 13 percent, Qitel about 9 percent, nigtal about 6 percent, and the remainder about 1 percent each. Focus on the most
frequent forms first. Once these patterns are mastered, then the others become more intuitively obvious.

There are six forms within each action theme.

Within each theme, the action inflects in six forms: three personal forms, which inflect the subject, and three non-personal
forms, which do not inflect the subject.

Personal actions inflect the person.
A personal action may inflect the aspect, person, gender, or the number of the subject.

There are three different personal forms: two completeness aspects for personal statements which declare that something
happens, and one command. A completeness aspect provides a different aspects for how the action performs.

A (1) complete statement, also called perfecs, indicates that an action has already occurred. An (2) incomplete statement, also
called imperfect, indicates that an action is unfinished. There are also (3) personal commands, which indicate a demand,
permission, or a wish.

The number of the subject describes how many members are included in the subject. If the number is one item, it is singl,
also called singular. If the number has many items, it is mu/ziple, also called plural.

The gender describes whether the class of the subject has a masculine or feminine grammatical character. The gender does not
necessarily indicate whether or not the subject is actually related to men or women. It is merely a grammatical category.
Most things, modifiers, subjects, and objects inflect in just one of the two grammatical genders.
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The person of an action describes the relationship between the narrator or author, and the subject of the action. Person has
three forms, either first, second, or third person. The subject of the /is# person includes the narrator, either single, “I eat,” or
multiple, “we eat.” The subject of the second person is the recipient, either single, “you eat,” or multiple, “you all eat.” The
subject of the z/ird person is some person other than the speaker or recipients, either single, “he, she, or it eats,” or multiple,
“they eat.”

Non-personal actions do not inflect the person.

A non-personal action does not inflect the identity of the subject. There are three non-personal forms: the participle, the
impersonal construct, and the impersonal absolute.

One non-personal form is the (4) participle, which makes an action operate like a thing, inflecting both the gender and
number, but not the person.

An impersonal is a form of the action which does not inflect the subject, gender, nor number of the subject. There are two
impersonal forms: an (5) impersonal construct is attached to a direction word, and the (6) impersonal abso/uze merely stands
alone.

Inflect the action by themes.

Qatal theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First movp 150p
Second n7op F70R 7R 1579R
Third Hop nop Hop
Incomplete First Hopr Hops
Second Sopn Hopn Hopn nzopn
Third Sop Hopn Hop niyopn
Nigtal theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First U piolp) HVPI
Second opn F70p) Slgplels 1H70R)
Third S0P nvps HOPI
Incomplete First Hopx H0ps
Second Hopn Hopn Hopn R
Third Hop Hopn Hop nizopn
Qitel theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First movp 1P
Second nop n7vp onyvpR 1n70p
Third Svp nop Hop
Incomplete First HOPR lop)
Second Hopn “Yopn Hopn nzepn
Third Sop Hopn Hop nzepn
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Qutel theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First movp hploTy
Second 7R n79p Sl aplor) 10790R
Third Hop nvp HVp
Incomplete First HOPR lo!
Second Hopn Hopn Hopn nzopn
Third Hop Hopn Hop nizopn
Hiqtil theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First movpn hplolply!
Second nn7opn Hi70pn o7vpn m7vpn
Third Sopn nyopn Hopn
Incomplete First opR P
Second opn opn >0pR niopn
Third o PR Hop nizopn
Hoqtal theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First movpn 0PN
Second 70p) F70p70 Slaplel R
Third Hopn nopn Hopn
Incomplete First HopR 50p1
Second Hopn Hopn Hopn niyopn
Third oop: opn op: n37opn
Hithqatel theme.
Single Multiple
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Complete First garioipish] Sploiplah]
Second m7epn noepn onopnn n0Rnn
Third Sopnn nepnn Hopnn
Incomplete First Hopny Sopn:
Second Sopnn “Yopnn Hopnn nivepnn
Third Sopn Sopnn Hopny nivepnn
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